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house in order both politically and econo-
mically. That raises national as well as
international questions. The policy of Ger-
many will depend largely on whether the
National Socialists led by Herr Adolf Hitler
succeed in capturing the Reichstag or not.
The policy of Italy might (or might not)
be considerably changed in the event of the
death of Signor Mussolini. Russia is incal-
culable externally because incalculable
internally. But on the whole the effect of
su<j:h factors as these is more easily exaggerated
than underrated. National policies are
oftener than we realise what they must be,
not what this individual leader or that makes
them* The continuity in foreign policy on
which Great Britain rather prides herself may
be a virtue, but it is also very largely a
necessity. We act as we do mainly because
of geography and other fixed factors. And
the Governments of other countries are in
much the same case. It is quite true that if
Herr Hitler secured power and declared the
Treaty of Versailles null and void, or the
Praesidium in Soviet Russia decided to attempt
the conversion of the world to Communism
by force of arms, discussion of the future of
Europe would be futile. It is safer, and more
in accordance with probability, to assume